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For more than 50 years, the question of social and solidarity economy (SSE) has been treated several times 
in Morocco. Today, this theme is more relevant than ever since it is considered by the new development 
model report as a central pillar which allows economic activity to be oriented towards practices responsible 
for the environment and the society. Indeed, the development of social and solidarity economy allows the 
enhancement of territories and contributes to the creation of jobs through the integration of people in 
precarious situations.

Aware of the importance of this theme, CDG Group Institute has organized, on November 8, 2022, a webinar 
"Rethinking the social and solidarity economy in Morocco". 

This webinar was attended by:

• Sanaë Alami Afilal, Coordinator of OTED work 
• Bouchra Rahmouni, head of Social Innovation lab - UM6P
• Amina Kchirid, Teacher-researcher and President of CIRA-ESS
• Ahmed Benabadji, Transilience Institute’s founder and President of the "Open Village" association

The panel discussion addressed the definition of SSE and to compare it to social and solidarity 
entrepreneurship. These two concepts are certainly related, but they must be approached in different ways. 
The market economy tends to overvalue entrepreneurs because they create value. SSE is an economy that 
creates and shares social value.
 
According to Ahmed Benabadji, "SSE is more based on cooperative behaviors rather than competition, 
collective well-being and not for profit; fairness, democratic and ecological practices”.

For Amina Kchirid, “social and solidarity economy combines economic efficiency and social impact, confronts 
individual interest to collective one. It is also considered as a local economy that will respond to needs that are 
not taken into account by neither the state nor the private sector. The resulting economic and social activities 
will interact not only on the general interest, but also on the issue of economic, social and financial inclusion, 
as well as on the issues of equity and social justice ».

Bouchra Rahmouni considers that the social and solidarity economy differs from social and solidarity 
entrepreneurship, on the basis of two different criteria:  governance and profitability. SSE will give priority to a 
democratic governance and a limited profit-making. Social entrepreneur may prefer a cooperative status, an 
association, a foundation or a commercial company. It can be a private initiative, individual or collective, while 
SSE is always a collective initiative. In the field, several actors are driven by the desire to change the image of 
cooperatives, perceived as livelihood structures, and they innovate to meet needs that are badly satisfied.

The discussions also made it possible to define the main conditions for social and solidarity economy to 
become stronger and to create more value:
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• It is a "local" economy that represents a powerful development lever for territories. It contributes to jobs 
creation through the integration of people in precarious situations. It also contributes to reducing inequalities, 
and local authorities have a huge role to play in encouraging, financing and supporting short circuits.

• SSE should not be solicited only in times of crisis to solve social problems;

• It is an alternative to the informal economy since it allows to drain different activities towards the formal 
sector; as demonstrated by the implementation of the auto-entrepreneur status;

• It is necessary to think and develop specific financing mechanisms; 

• It is important to train, raise the awareness and support the main actors of this sector;

• It is necessary to think about the development of evaluation mechanisms to measure the impact of the 
projects;

• It is necessary to create a legal framework based on consultation with the stakeholders, while taking into 
account the specificities of the territories;

• It would be useful to monitor development of the sector through observatories and to share information with 
the actors of the ecosystem.

According to Sanae Alami Afilal, territories have natural comparative advantages and ancestral know-how. 
They are therefore real producers of wealth and this is the foundation of SSE.  territories should not adapt to 
public policies, but the opposite would be meaningful. She proposes that each territory presents its own SSE 
development plan, based on consultations with all private and public actors on the ground and make it 
mandatory.

The webinar is online on the Institute's YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CGkCmPVRp2Y&t=1s
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