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Territorial disparities are at the centre of the debates among political decision-makers across the globe, 
including Morocco. With inequalities in health care, education, job opportunities, infrastructure, and 
urbanism, the territories show significant disparities that continue to deepen over time. 
 
Even though Morocco has made progress in terms of development at the national level, notably by reducing 
poverty, improving public access to basic infrastructure, and providing support for revenue-generating 
activities, development gaps among the 12 regions—and within the regions themselves—still exist. There is 
also a significant gap between urban and rural zones. The latter continue to suffer from major deficiencies in 
terms of access to basic social services, infrastructure, and equipment. 

As such and in order to address issues related to disparities among Morocco’s territories, the CDG Group 
Institute and the Direction Générale des Collectivités Territoriales have organized, on Wednesday, November 
2, 2022, a webinar under the theme of “Reducing regional disparities”. Participants included: 

• Hro Abrou, President of the Draâ Tafilalet region
• Abdelaziz Adidi, Professor of higher education and ex-director of the Institut National de l’Aménagement et 
de l’Urbanisme
• Said Laith, Director of Development of Rural Space and Mountain Areas, Ministry of Agriculture, Maritime 
Fisheries, Rural Development and Water and Forests
• Pascal Collange, Country Manager for Morocco, Africa Department of the French Development Agency 
(AFD)

The event began with an emphasis on the very definition of regional disparities, which designate gaps and 
inequalities in the development level of the regions: in economic, social, cultural, and even digital fields. Indeed, 
these disparities can also appear within individual cities (equipment gaps between districts…). Their 
measurement and evaluation make it possible to compare regional development levels within the same country 
and reveal situations of imbalance between them. These gaps are measured in terms of social indicators, such 
as illiteracy rates, schooling, and connection to electricity and fresh water... 

The speakers tried, within the framework of this webinar, to answer to different questions, in particular those 
related to the mechanisms needed to confront regional disparities, to the importance of good governance at a 
regional level and to the financial and human resources that must be deployed to enhance the potential 
development of the rural world. They also set out to propose recommendations to meet the challenge of 
balanced territorialisation between Moroccan regions.

The webinar was also an opportunity to present the progress of the Reduction of Territorial and Social 
Disparities in Rural Areas Program (PRDTS), launched in 2015 by His Majesty the King. With an endowment of 
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The CDG Group Institute and the Direction
Générale des Collectivités territoriales organized
a webinar on the subject of “Reducing Territorial
Disparities”.  

50 billion DH, the program aims to strengthen and diversify the economic potential of rural and mountain areas, 
as well as opening up rural populations and improving their access to basic services (education, health, 
electricity, water…). Significant results have been achieved in terms of financing and project advancement. 
Thus, 41 billion DH have been invested for a portfolio of 9500 projects. A total of 14 million inhabitants have thus 
benefitted from various programs in more than 1060 rural municipalities.
 
These interventions have made it possible to draw multiple conclusions, including: 

• Disparities between territories must not be considered as a fatality. They constitute a universal problem that 
also affects rich, emerging and developed countries. Countries with geographies even more complex than 
Morocco, like Japan, have managed to harmonize and better distribute their wealth and equipment.

• In addition to territorial and social disparities, a new form of inequality has appeared: digital disparity. Today, 
there are digital deserts, spaces that are not connected to mobile network and Internet. These disparities are 
often found within the city, where connection quality varies from one district to another.

• For Morocco, these disparities are the result of multiple determining factors: (i) geography (topography, soil 
quality, mountains, climate, water availability) (ii) historical heritage (the colonisation has launched a process 
of coastal urbanisation to the detriment of interior zones) and (iii) public policies carried out with a sectorial and 
non-territorial approach.

• Regions should concentrate more on territorial marketing to attract tourists and investments. The attraction 
of the latter is conditioned by three important factors: (i) the attraction of territories through their opening up, 
(ii) facilitated access to land and (iii) incentives for investors.

• The Reduction of Territorial and Social Disparities Program is articulated in three parts: basic socio-economic 
infrastructure through its five axes (opening-up, education, health, water, and electrification); economic 
programs and projects designed to increase incomes for rural populations and important structuring projects 
such as highways, tourism projects, and energy-related projects.

• The reduction of inequalities among territories requires a real political determination, as evidenced by 
advanced regionalisation along with its two corollaries: decentralisation and deconcentration. 

To watch the webinar: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaL9RVRWaps&t=2991s
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